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indexed. Not illustrated. 1896 Excerpt: .even of the sulphides which may be burned. 41. Deductions.--Upon the
consideration that combustible matters generally are burned, including the volatile combustible products of
the distillation of coal and wood, it follows that other It may be objected that sulphuric anhydride formed in the
shaH would be broken up in volatilizing into dioxide, and oxygen. This may be true in regard to the major part;
but that a considerable evolution of the stronger gas takes place is certain. fuels than coke and charcoal may
be used in this form of smelting. Even the most volatile gases may probably be made use of, such, for example,
as ordinary illuminating gas, natural gas, etc. Following this train of reasoning I was led to experiment with
wood, which eventually I used, not as a mere makeshiH, but regularly and successfully in practical work. The
innovation evoked the criticisms of certain metallurgical acquaintances, who, not understanding the drift of my
work, and perhaps imagining that their own experience and knowledge covered the whole field, were disposed
to sneer at what they considered a pitiable makeshiH. The advantages in its use were threefold: first, obviating
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