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Excerpt: . CHAPTER XV. LEGENDS ABOUT BREAD. As might be
expected in an article of such worldwide consumption as
bread, there is a considerable amount of folk-lore and sayings
attendant on it. We can even find it in Shakespeare, for, in
Hamlet (Act iv. s. 5), Ophelia says: They say the owl was a baker
s daughter. This, unless one knew the Gloucestershire legend,
would be unintelligible, but the bit of folk-lore makes it all
clear. The story goes that our Saviour went into a baker s shop,
where they were baking, and asked for some bread to eat. The
mistress of the shop immediately put a piece of dough into the
oven to bake for Him, but was reprimanded by her daughter,
who, insisting that the piece of dough was too large, reduced it
to a very small size. The dough, however, immediately
afterwards...
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